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The Winstead Connection 
Celebrating the Connection between God, Winstead United Methodist Church, the World and YOU!! 

DE CEM BE R,  2011  

Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion 
What a blessing this will be, Candlelight Communion on Christmas Eve. This 
special service will be at noon, 5:30pm & 11pm– so bring your 
family and friends and join us for a special service.  Each service 
will have Scripture and a special communion service. The 

5:30pm service will include puppets & 
special music from the kids.  Both of the 
other services will include special guests 
bringing the music. These “come as you are” services (kids 
in PJs are ok!) are the great time to invite someone to 
come with you as you celebrate the birth of your Savior! 

Baby Shower for Jesus!Baby Shower for Jesus!   

As a fun way to celebrate the 
birth of our loving Savior and an 
opportunity to support a non-
profit organization in our 
community; we will have a “Baby 
Shower for Jesus” during the 
Sunday School Christmas Party on  

December 18, @ 5pm.  
Everyone is asked to bring a baby 
shower gift from the list below, 
along with their finger food to 
share.  These gifts do not need to 
be wrapped but may be if you 
wish.  Items will be donated to 
the Wilson Pregnancy Center, a 
faith-based non-profit 
organization that provides 
solutions, training, love, support, 
and the gospel to women in crisis 
pregnancy situations.  If you will 
not attend the Sunday School 
Christmas Party but would like to 
contribute, please bring items to 
the church office by Mon., Dec.19. 
 

Baby Shower for Jesus Wish List: 
 Baby Powder 
 Baby wash/shampoo 
 Baby Lotion 
 Diaper rash cream 
 Newborn diapers 
 0-3 month clothes 

Winstead UMC- “Making a World of Difference for Jesus!” 

Register Now for “Financial Peace University” 
Engaging, practical, sometimes humorous 
and extremely helpful classes from author/
host/Christian Dave Ramsey will be coming 
to Winstead in January. You can come to 
any one of the 3 intro sessions for no 

charge– they will be 7pm on Jan. 8, 15 or 19. You can sign up for either the 
Sunday or Thursday class we’ll be offering, beginning Jan (Sun) 22/ 26 (Thurs.), 
7pm. You can wait until then to signup, or save by  signing up before Christmas. 
With the financial crunch people are going through, both inside and outside the 
church, we thought that this was the best time to offer this class. These classes 
are part of our being an “externally focused church”, so we hope that people 
from outside the church see that this is a class very much open to them.   
     You may know a co-worker, friend, etc., who would love to come—get them 
the info now.  You can offer to come with them, if that would help– of course 
the people from inside the church are welcome as well.  

 
What is Financial Peace University?  
FPU is the most important step to changing your financial future. It is your Total Money 

Makeover Program. It takes the knowledge from God and turns it into real 
Con’t. on p.2 

Christmas Worship 
A Sunday Christmas gives us the unique 
opportunity to worship Jesus on 
Christmas. Our 11am come-as-you-are 
worship (no Sunday School that day) 
will be something totally different than 
any of our other Christmas services.  
More like a warm family gathering 
around a birthday than the pageantry 
of the other services, it will be so 
special you won’t want to miss this! 

The “Kids that Care” Worship Team 
is adding special elements to our 

worship. Thank you!!    
See p.4 

Remember Your 

Christmas Pledge 
“This Christmas, I pledge to spend 
as much on Jesus as I spend on all 
my other Christmas gifts com-
bined. It is his birthday,  and this 
will be a great gift to him.” Give to 
Jesus this Christmas!!   

The Christmas Eve offering 
will go toward our “Hope 
Companions” partnership 
with ZOE Ministry. See p. 3 
and our response insert. 
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action in our lives through a step-by-step process taught by best-

selling author and financial counselor Dave Ramsey. 

FPU is a 13-week life-changing program that empowers and 

teaches you how to make the right money decisions to achieve your 

financial goals and God's plan for your life. The course includes 

practical lessons on eliminating debt, building wealth, giving like 

never before, and much, much more! 

Who is Financial Peace University for?  

It's for EVERYONE!...from the financially secure to the financially 

distressed. Over 1 million families and individuals have 

attended Financial Peace University.  Applying God's Word radically 

changes your life.  On average, FPU graduates have paid off over 

$5,300 in debt and saved $2,700 during the 91-day program! 

What Will I  Learn? 
In this life-changing program you will learn:   

   1. Step-by-Step Cash Flow Planning  Luke 14:28: "For which of 

you, intending to build a tower, does not sit down first and count 

the cost, whether he has enough to finish it." 

   2. Debt Snowball Plan Technique to Eliminating Debt  

Proverbs 22:7: "The borrower is slave to the lender." 

   3. How to Invest Wisely Ecclesiastes 11:2: "Give portions to 

seven, yes to eight, for you do not know what disaster may come 

upon the land." 

Testimonials for FPU  
Here's what people just like you are saying about FPU: 

"We've actually relieved ourselves of over $50,000 worth of debt in 

two years just from using these principles."   - Russ and Mary Lee 

"It made us sit down as a couple and communicate... and it gave us 
an instant pay raise!" - Paul and Lynesa Benson 

“Financial Peace University”, con’t from p. 1 

For more information on these FPU classes, 
contact Karl Rech, the Church office, or, for the Sunday 

class go to http://www.daveramsey.com/fpu/locations/

org/37567/class/200381  and for the Thursday class go to 

http://www.daveramsey.com/fpu/locations/org/37567/
class/200382   

 
A limited number of partial scholarships are available, if 

absolutely necessary for those most in need. Inquire with  
Pastor Paul Dunham or Karl Rech about it. 

We just finished a season of prayer , seeking God’s face in our 
lives and God’s direction for our church. Our Lay Leader, 

Priscilla Morello, offer this as we go forward... 

Some Reflections on “The 40 

Days of Prayer” & an Invitation 
There is so much to be gleaned from our 40 days of 
prayer.  I’m sure I’ll go back often to my prayer diary to 
focus on what God shared through this time. 
 

   On Day 38 the reading was from Joshua 24.  I titled it 
“Choices” and copied parts of v. 14 & 15: “ ‘Now then,’ 

Joshua continued, ‘honor the Lord and serve him sincerely and 
faithfully…decide today whom you will serve…As for my family 
and me we will serve the Lord.’” 
 

   I went on to write, “My family and me—my church 
family and me…may our hearts be open and willing even 
longing to seek you, O Lord.  Help us to focus on you and 
deny the lures and pulls of this world”…May we, as a 
church, be as the apostles in Acts 4:16: 

  “They said, ‘What will we do with them?  For it is obvious to 
all who live in Jerusalem that a notable sign has been done 
through them; we cannot deny it.’” 

 

   May it be said of Winstead… 

By now it’s known all over Wilson that a miracle has 
occurred—It is obvious that a notable sign has been done 
in their congregation and that God is at work in and 
through them.  They have become servants in the 
community and all of Wilson is benefitting from their good 
works. 
 

This is a reflection of Jeremiah 29:7: “Seek the peace and 

prosperity of the city to which I have carried you…Pray to the 
Lord for it, because if it prospers, you too will prosper.” 
 

From these thoughts my heart now turns to Vick 
Elementary and I’m thankful for the way our congregation 
has sought to make a difference there. We are serving the 
Lord by serving at Vick and it is prospering our community 
in the process. 
 

In December we have an opportunity to give the school a 
special Christmas gift.  If there are volunteers willing to 
help spruce up the outside of the school and paint and 
decorate the Volunteer Room we could, as a group, give 
this tangible gift.  We plan to work for a couple of days 
during the week after Christmas.  If you would respond to 
this invitation, contact Priscilla Morello so that we might 
finalize the plans for this service project. And God Bless… 

http://www.daveramsey.com/fpu/locations/org/37567/class/200381
http://www.daveramsey.com/fpu/locations/org/37567/class/200381
http://www.daveramsey.com/fpu/locations/org/37567/class/200382
http://www.daveramsey.com/fpu/locations/org/37567/class/200382
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 Partnering with Vick Elementary School 

Hand in Hand 
Ministry News 

Thanks to all our volunteers! 
You make such a huge difference in the lives of the students 
we tutor, the teachers we partner with, the prayer partners 
all over the school, and in the community as we show the 
love of Christ to these children. Keep being the hands and 
feet of God as we partner to help these kids! 

Please see the note from Priscilla on p. 2 for a volunteer 
opportunity to help Mary Walston in the beautification of 
the learning environment at the school. We are trying to 
spruce up the volunteer room as well as the entranceway of 
the school. If you can help, let us know. 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO PRAY  

FOR THE HAND IN HAND MINISTRY.   

We invite you to experience a different kind of 

mission: partnership with a group of orphans through 

their three-year journey from poverty to a transformed 

life of hope and self-reliance. Through Working 

Groups of 20 families ï about 60 orphans ï ZOE 

equips them to be self-reliant, mutually supporting 

disciples of Christ who become beacons of Christian 

hope in their communities.  

For the duration of the three-year empowerment 

program, the cost is under $1 a day for every child-led 

household. The cost of each giving level declines each 

year as the children grow their small businesses and 

farms and require less financial support. We will 

receive periodic updates about the group of orphans 

we support. These updates will be accessible via the 

web and through our church. To support a Working 

Group from our church, we need to raise $8000 the 

first year, $6000 the next, and $4000 the final year. 

This means that we need 20 units (families, Sunday 

School classes, etc.) to pledge $400 the first year, 

$300 the next, and $200 the last year, and the money 

needs to be in by the end of June. (We need to fund 

1/2 of the commitment by Dec. 31st, and the rest of 

that yearôs commitment by June 30th.)  

How will you help? We need to know how much you 

will pledge. If you can give now, that will help us 

meet that Dec. 31st deadline. If not, but you can 

pledge, that is fineï we just need to know how to plan. 

Use the enclosed pledge sheet, or contact us with your gift. 

Join the Journey 
HELP US BE A HOPE COMPANION 

PARTNER WITH ZOE MINISTRY 

Christmas Bells Ring 

Out at The Landing 
Grace Notes and Genesis will be 
playing Christmas carols and other 
music of the season for residents of 
The Landing and their guests on 
Sunday afternoon, Dec. 18, at 5pm 
in the dining room at The Landing 
on Parkwood Blvd. behind the Mall. 

Dear Church, 
Blessings! 
Pastor Paul 
 
 
-------- Original Message -------- 
 
Please see the message below from Jeff Baker and of course, please be in prayer about this great project! 
 

 

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Jeff Baker <jdb@tct.tv> 
Subject: Homeless shelter meeting 
 

Will you Help Homeless 
Families in Wilson? 

Are yoou interested in helping homeless families in Wilson? 
We currently have no place to send people if they come to 
us in need as a family. In these economic times, it is not 
unusual for someone to need a hand up to help them as 
they get back on their feet. If a family goes homeless, there 
is no place for them to turn to.  

If you are interested in helping families in Wilson overcome 
being homeless, and in shaping how as the churches in 
Wilson we can do something to help them, then plan to 
attend a meeting of like-minded people meeting Thursday, 
Jan. 26th at 7pm. This is a meeting for those who want to 
do something for the homeless, but don’t know what to do. 
Are you interested in seeing how the churches of Wilson 
could partner together to help address this? Then let us 
know (call or email the church office to be added to the info 
list), and we'll be sure to plug you in to the movement that 
is happening.  

mailto:jdb@tct.tv
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Sunday School 
News 
Our November assembly took place 
on November 6th with a good 
attendance.  The banner winners 
for October were the Nursery with 
Vicky Harper as teacher and Elijah 
Kirby as student and also our Fretz 
Class with John Bowman as 
teacher.  We are very proud of 
these two classes and hope they keep up the great 
attendance.   

 Please remember our Christmas party 
on December 18th at 5:00.  (See note 
about the “Baby Shower for Jesus” on 
p.1.)  Lindsey is coordinating the 
entertainment this year and it is going 
to be different and very exciting.  Please 
come and enjoy spending time with 
your Church family on this special 
night.  We would like for everyone to 
bring your favorite Christmas finger 

food for all to enjoy.  We will also have a special visitor for 
the kids.  

 Thanks,  Cissy and Ann 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Officers Installed 
and New 
Members 
Received 

 

We will have a special service to receive our new 2012 
church leaders and officers during worship on January 8. 
Also, new adult members will be received. If you are 
interested in joining the membership of the church, see 
Pastor Paul to be included in this service. 

 
 

“Kids That Care” News 
The KTC Praise Team is working on a flag ministry.  We first 
shared at the November 20th service with streamer flags to 
the tune of “Come, Now is the Time to Worship”. (See p.1) 
 

For the Christmas Season we are working with billow 
banners and are 
excited to share with 
the congregation this 
beautiful form of 
worship. 

 

All 2nd through 5th graders are invited to join us.  We meet 
on Sunday evenings at church right after the Joyful 
Noisemakers Choir which meets at 5:00 p.m.  (We actually 
start at about 5:50 p.m. and go until 6:30 p.m.) 

Come join Kids That Care—We’d love to have you!! 

 

We need your info/pictures to up-
date the church directory. We put 
together a church directory earlier 
this year. Since then, some of you 
have added family members, 
changed addresses, etc., and we 
need to reflect those changes. Plus, 
we are excited to have new people 
in the church, and we want to get 
your picture and information so oth-
ers can get to know you. And some 

of you did not have your picture included in the current 
directory. These new folks need you to have your picture 
added.  We’re not doing a brand-new directory, we’re sim-
ply going to do a supplement to the one that came out.  
Can you supply the church office with a picture (physical or 
digital– either is fine) along with your information? 
THANKS!! 

Some of our “Joyful Noisemak-
ers” as they worshipped the 

Lord in song! 
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Winstead Wellness Ministry 
EVERYONE is welcome to participate in 

the Wellness Ministry at Winstead UMC   
ððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð- 

The Winstead Wellness Ministry Committee’s next meet-
ing will be Thursday, December 15 at 7:30PM.  

Winstead Fitness Class Schedule for December: 
Beginning Toning/Stretching will be held each Wednes-
day of the month at 12:00 PM, the class concludes around 
12:45 PM.   

Beginning/Intermediate Fit Class, suitable for all fitness 
levels and ages, will be held each Tuesday and Thursday 
of the month at 5:15 PM, with the exception of Thursday, 
December 1, no classes will be held that evening.  The 
class incorporates heart healthy exercises as well as 
weight bearing exercises.  The class concludes a little be-
fore 6:00 PM.   

Boot Camp will be held each Tuesday and Thursday of the 
month at 6:00 PM in Hood Hall, with the exception of De-
cember 1, no classes will be held that evening.  Each Boot 

Camp class last approximately 1 hour and incorporates 
high intensity aerobic and strength training exercises.   

**NEW TRIAL CLASS Continues**  Fun Fit Dance 
will be held for 30-45 minutes on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 13 and 20 at 7:00 PM.  This class is most suit-
able for youth, young adults and the young at heart.  
The class will be a non-stop, easy choreography 
dance class to have a fun, enjoyable workout! 

All classes are held in Hood Hall.  Each class participant is 
asked to bring 2 light dumbbells, mat or towel and water 
to classes.  Those without these items are more than 
welcome to take the class without.  No items are neces-
sary for Fun Fit Dance Class. 

Friends are always welcome and it’s always FREE! 

Each month the Wellness Ministry sends out its own email 
newsletter and calendar with more information.  If you 
would like to be added to the list please contact Lindsey  
Winborne at youth@winsteadumc.org 

ECHO YOUTH MINISTRY! See Lindsey or the Youth Newsletter (http://winstead.nccumc.net/files/2011/11/Youth_2011_12.pdf) for more details 

Sunday Night Youth Group:  Youth group will be held December 4 and 11 at 5:00 PM and will con-

clude around 6:45 PM.  A snack, fun, fellowship and an inspiring program will be part of each meeting.  

SUNDAY NIGHT LIVE will take place on December 18, following the Sunday School Christmas 

Party.  This will be a youth led service for the youth, children, their families and anyone that would like 

to join them.  This month SNL will be a special Advent Season service with lots of creativity, excite-

ment and inspiration! ALL ARE WELCOME! 

Performing Arts Ministry:  Will be held December 4, 11 and 18 from 3:00-5:00 PM.  Additional re-

hearsals and practices will be held on December 16 at 6:00 PM  (dinner provided), December 22 from 

3:00-5:00 PM and December 24 from 3:00-5:00 PM.  ALL youth are asked to participate in this minis-

try.  Performances will take place on December 18 during Sunday Night Live and Christmas Eve. 

Wednesday activities:  Will be held December 7, 14 and 21.  The church opens at 2:45 PM for youth to 

work on homework, have snacks, do service projects,  play games and just hang out.  Dinner is served at 

6:00 PM (during December dinner will be $5/person), followed by a Youth Bible Study that ends at 

7:30 PM.  On December 28 the youth will meet at 4:00 PM for a time of Fellowship and a movie. 

Youth Council Meeting:  December 18 following Worship Service 

Parent Meeting: December 11 at 7:00 PM 

Youth Christmas Party:  The youth Christmas party is December 16-17.  It will begin at 8:30 PM on 

Friday and end at 8:30 AM on Saturday. 

ECHO YOUTH M IN ISTRY! 
Whatõs on the December Youth Calendaré. 

The Dec. Wellness Newsletter is at http://
winstead.nccumc.net/files/2011/11/Wellness_2011_12.pdf 
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We would love to have you as part of what God is doing at Winstead UMC!  We have worship Sundays 
at 11am, Sunday School at 9:45am, and a wide variety of groups, activities and missions that you can be 
involved in.  From music to missions, kids to seniors, worship to small groups- there is something for everybody. 
See some of this at WinsteadUMC.org . We welcome all! Come, see what Godôs touch can do in YOU!  

Winstead United Methodist Church 

1407 Tarboro Street SW 

Wilson, NC  27893 

252-237-3709  

winumc@centurylink.net 

www.WinsteadUMC.org 
 

The Youth Need Adult Volunteersé 

To be present for Sunday, Wednesday and Performing 

Arts Ministry activities 

To host or help with portions of their Christmas party 

To provide snacks/resources: 

 For Sundays during Youth Group 

 For Wednesday afternoons 

 Dodgeball, colorful pillows & comforters 

To join the prayer team that will pray for our youth 

Christmas Shop While you 

Support our Youth Ministry!

When making your Christmas shopping list, consider purchasing items our youth are selling!  All proceeds will go towards funding 

their summer retreats and mission projects.  Currently they are selling inspirational pocket calendars ($6), wall calendars ($10) and 

packs of 12 Christmas cards ($8).  They will also have AUTOBELL FULL SERVICE CAR WASH TICKETS available until December 21 for 

$14.95 each (same price charged at Autobell but our youth will receive 50%)! 

A Big THANK YOU from Lindsey and the youth! 

to the adults that helped with our youth ministry 
during the month of November!  A special thanks to 

Ryan & Helen Kirby, Tyler & Jessy Dean, Mandy 
Jenkins, Ann Baker, Mike Summer, Jennifer & 
Ricky Wilson, Janice Jones, Debbie Williams, 
Jennifer OõBrien, Al Parker and Holly Dunham and 

Pastor Paul for all you did! 

For more information regarding Winstead Wellness or Echo Youth Ministry, contact 
Lindsey Winborne, Director of Youth Ministries: 919-270-5576 (cell) or 

youth@winsteadumc.org. 

 

We have Children’s Ministries “Joyful Noisemakers” and “Kids that Care” (see p.4)
on Sunday  afternoons, as well as Sunday School classes for all ages. Come and see 

where your children might come and thrive as growing disciples of Christ! 

“Kids that Care”  & “Joyful Noisemakers” 
are chances for YOUR kids to grow! 


